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Dear Parents,

This Family Handbook is more than a guide to

our program of education. Our Family

Handbook is intended as one component of

our goal to create ab 6 oricdvenant between

the adult partners in Jewish education:
parents and teachers of
Shalom.

This guide provides information and answers
many questions about our program. It cannot,
however, provide images of the vitality,
wonder and joy that make our school a
kehilah (community). Language cannot
express the delight of a five year old blowing a
shofar for the first time, the pride of an eight
year old who begins to read Hebrew using the tools he has learned, the excitement of a
ten year old returning from a family education program, the extraordinary
accomplishment of a thirteen year old who reads from the Torah, or the ability of a
sixteen year old, using a Jewish text, to engage in a new quest to wrest meaning from the
mysteries and confusion of life.

None of these things can be adequately descri bec
nurtured. Jewish education has as its goal not mere knowledge, but wisdom. Jewish

learning is inseparable from living. It has no conclusion and, in fact, succeeds only if the

individual views it as ever incomplete.

Therefore, we are grateful for the gift that you have given us, the opportunity to share
with you the joy and excitement of raising a Jewish child. We ask you to express your
commitment to our partnership in many ways. Your presence, your voluntary assistance
in the myriad tasks of our school community and your willingness to portray yourself as
a teacher and learner will help to ensure our success.

We look forward to watching your child grow with us through the months and years

ahead. Please feel free to contact us or any member of our staffiftheneed ari ses. Her e
to a wonderful year!

B6Shal om,

Sharon Sobel Joe Eiduson
Rabbi Sharon Sobel Rabbi Joe Eiduson




Contact Information
School- (508) 3667191

Office & Professional Staff

Rabbi Sobel : ext. 201 Amysue Chase : ext. 205
rabbi@cbnaishalom.org school@cbnaishalom.org

School Secretary
Rabbi Eiduson : ext. 204 Supports Rabbi Eiduson and the Religious School

educator@cbnaishalom.org faculty and staff

Coordinates all educational/social programs for

children and youth grades Pre K i 12 and their Liam McSweeney

families as well as all adult education programs mcsweeney.liama@gmail.com
WAFTY Advisor

Abby Mayou : ext. 202 -

administrator@cbnaishalom.org Janet Williams  : Ext. 208

Coordinates all aspects of the building, office, bookkeeper@cbnaishalom.org

committees and programs of the congregation Temple Bookkeeper

Ellyn Shriber :ext. 209 Kair Tucker : Ext. 200

eshriber@cbnaishalom.org Office@cbnaishalom.org

Informal Education Coordinator Temple Secretary

Coordinates all informal educational activities
including family education, trips and retreats and
also teaches in the religious school.

Lay Leadership

. Steve Winer
Paul Silverman Steve@winerfamily.com
President@cbnaishalom.org . Vice President of Education
President of Congregation Bénai Shal om

Cheryl Kasof
kasof@verizon.net
School Committee Chair

Program Hours

Pre - Kindergarten* - Grade 7 - Sunday Mornings
*Session One - Grade K - Grade 7 - 8:15 am - 10:15 am *

Session Two - Grade Pre-K - Grade 7 - 10:45am - 12:45pm
*Pre Kindergarten = Children who Will Enroll in
Kindergarten for the Next School Year!

Grade 3 - Grade 6 Tuesday or Thursday Afternoons
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Grades 7-12 Tuesday Evenings
Grades 7 - 10 - Weekly 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Grades 11 & 12 - Monthly 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM




Véshinatam L Givilemecdhha he tradition diligently
that they may in turn teach it diligently to
we take this commitment to heart. We strive for a partnership with parents and

students that helps our youth develop a strong Jewish identity and a love of

lifelong learning.

EIGHT THINGS You CAN Do To HELP!

] Make sure that your child attends classes regularly and arrives on time,
prepared and ready to learn.

] Become familiarwithand i nvol ved in your childés Je
] Encourage Kavod (respect) for teachers and peers.

] Model Jewish learning for your child by making your own commitment to
study and by attending our Adult and Family Education programs.

] Model Jewish living for your child through celebration of Shabbat and
other Jewish holidays, giving Tzedakah, and incorporating Jewish values
into your life.

] Come with your child to services, both special family services and regular
Shabbat and festival worship.

] As much as possible, avoid interference with outside programs and
activities. If Jewish education is never made a priority, it will never be seen
as a priority.

] Keep in touch with your childbds teachers
activities and events.
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Policies and Standards

Affiliation with Reform
Movement

Congregation Bobnai
of The Union for Reform Judaism
(URJ) (www.urj.org). The abundant
resources of the URJ are available to us
in areas such as curriculum
development, classroom materials,
organizational development and
programming.

Reform Jews are heirs to a vast body of
beliefs and practices embodied in the
Torah and other sacred writings. We
recognize that if Judaism were not
capable of evolution, of reform, it could
not survive. Therefore, in the words of
Rabbi Eric H. Yoffe, Reform Jews are:

1 Jews who search for spiritual
wholeness in a secular age.

1 Jews who find in ritual, in prayer
and in Shabbat a touch of eternity,
and, perhaps, a glimpse of the
reality of God.

1 Jews who reach out to their
neighbors and care about the
suffering of those around them.

1 Jews who embrace Jewish learning
and study and see it as the means
of Jewish survival into future
generations.

1 Jews who hold close the Jewish
state because they are deeply
attached to the Land of Israel as
the cradle and resting place of the
Jewish spirit.

1 Jews of the synagogue, partners in
a sacred odyssey of a sacred
people, who know that through the
Reform synagogue, the impossible
slowly becomes possible.

Attendance

Congregation Bobénai

S h £9Mgnjfted;toa pragrag ofggelignce

for our students. It is therefore expected
that students will attend religious school
regularly. This will help to guarantee
continuity of learning and solid
integration into the classroom and
religious school environment. The Board
of Directors has established a minimum
of 80% attendance, as well as
satisfactory completion of course work,
be required annually in grades 3-7 in
order for students to matriculate to the
next grade level and continue on the
path to becoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah. If
these criteria are not met, an agreement
must be reached between the Rabbi-
Educator , the School Committee and
the family in order for the student to
matriculate to the next grade level and
maintain eligibility for Bar or Bat
Mitzvah. The Rabbi-Educator and the
School Committee have the authority to
withhold matriculation and/or Bar or
Bat Mitzvah if the family does not
comply with the agreement.

Sometimes students are unexpectedly
absent for extended periods of time due
to illness or family emergencies. In these
cases, parents must communicate with
the Rabbi-Educator regarding the length
and the reason for the absence. In cases
of unexpected and unavoidable
absences, the Rabbi-Educator and the
classroom teachers will work with the
parents and the student to ensure a
smooth transition back into the
classroom.

Bar or Bat Mitzvah eligibility at
Congregation Bonai
satisfactory completion of Religious
School classes beginning in the third
grade, including four (4) full years of
religious school prior to the date of the
Bar or Bat Mitzvah service.

Shal om

Shal om






Bonai Mi t zvah
EDUCATI ONAL REQUI REMENTS FOR BO6NAI Ml

Bar or Bat Mitzvah is a culmination of a period of extensive study of Jewish rituals,
ethics, history, Torah, prayer and Hebrew. As such, we expect students to demonstrate
certain skills when they lead a service and to have the basic knowledge to live a full and
meaningful Jewish life.

Bar or Bat Mitzvah eligibility at
Congregation Bbénai Shalom requi
satisfactory completion of Religious School
classes beginning in the third grade,
including four (4) full years of religious

school prior to the date of the Bar or Bat

TZVAH

Mitzvah service. ASati sf glono

includes being present for 80% of class
hours annually and achieving minimum
competency per grade. Learning issues will
be accommodated on an individual basis.

Students are required to continue to attend and to complete grade seven

even if the service date falls before the end of their 7 ™ grade year. Students
who do not celebrate Bonai Mitzvah until
actively participating in the eighth grade program at the time of the service. In keeping
with our emphasis on lifelong learning, our religious school continues through the high
school years, and all students are encouraged to continue at least through Confirmation
in grade ten.

For children entering our Religious School after the beginning of 3rd grade, the previous
Jewish education of each child will be evaluated by the School Committee. At a
minimum, the following information will be considered: the curriculum of the Religious
School that the child previously attended, the number of days/week that the child
attended Religious school, and the current Hebrew reading skills of the child. Before a
date for Bar or Bat Mitzvah can be set, the School Committee must certify that a child
has met the educational requirements of Congregation B'nai Shalom or that a plan is in
place to address any deficiencies. If a remedial education plan is approved by the

School Committee, it is the responsibility of the family and the child to follow through on
this plan. Failure to do so may result in the School Committee decertifying a child's
eligibility for Bar or Bat Mitzvah. Additional costs for meeting the above requirements
shall be billed to the family.

Exceptions to the above policy must be resolved prior to the assignment of a date. In
addition, the School Committee reserves the right to rescind a date if the above
requirements have not been satisfactorily met.

the ei



SERVICE PARTICIPATION
We believe that the training for the service should be a positive experience and should
meet the individual needs of the students. The content of the service will be varied to

meet the strengths of each individual. Mi ni mum g

shall be as follows:

Chant Torah blessings.

Chant Haphtarah blessings

Read or chant twelve verses of Torah.

Read or chant several verses of Haphtarah.

Lead appropriate English & Hebrew parts of the worship service from the beginning of

the service through the end of the Torah Service.

1 Light Shabbat candles and chant Kiddush at Friday evening services on the day prior to
the Bar or Bat Mitzvah.

1 Adjustments for students with special needs will be handled on an individual basis.

=A =4 =4 =4 -4

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS A meeting will be scheduled with all
In order for Bonai Mi tpaentstedissu usd ehG@rsait oMi t zvah
experience the real meaning of fees and scheduling. This usually takes
becoming a Jewish adult, all students place in the Fifth Grade year. It is the
are required to complete the responsibility of the parent(s) to contact
"BOmMitzvotav Progr am. othaRafbiendRiualiCemmittee if they
regarding the program is available in the miss that meeting.
office and will be distributed
approximately one year prior to the Bar Students will be assigned to a Saturday
or Bar Mitzvah. morning service. Services are held year
round. Certain dates are blocked out
To familiarize BoOonai Macause of thaJewish bielidaystorshe
with our Sabbath Service, we require Rabbi's schedule. Many services will be
students to attend at least ten Sabbath shared, with two young people

Services at Congr egat ipyticipaginghnghe saBeservice. Rlease

during the year precedied@rt ie®i t hBomd&idorndel i nes

Mitzvah service. This attendance for more details. Saturday Morning

requirement must be completed one Services are always held at 10:15 a.m.

month prior to the Bobnai Mitzvah service

and is an integral part of the FEES AND BILLING

ABOmMi t zvatmw Progr The BoOonai Mitzvah fee i
interview(s), rehearsals, tutoring and

SETTING A DATE AND TIME materials. The fee will be billed to each

The service may take place any time on family during the fiscal year prior to the

orafter the studentos yhABrtesBnwhich the Bonai

birthday according to the English Arrangements for payment must be

calendar. Dates are assigned by the made with the treasurer.

Ritual Committee based on eligibility Mitzvah fee must be paid prior to the

and information submitted by the start of tutoring. Any additional tutoring

families on the O&Dat e eXpanseomushbetpaidomfullatdeasti. 6

All parents must submit this form before month prior to the service. Specific costs

being assigned a date. and services will be updated on an

annual basis. If additional tutoring is
required, parent(s) will be notified and
billed.
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ASSISTANT FAMILY/ONEG congregation. This can be accomplished

SHABBAT/KIDDUSH either by supplying the food or
sponsoring the Oneg Shabbat. Contact
All families will be scheduled and are Sisterhood for more information on
expected to assist as extra ushers at a sponsoring.
Bonai Mitzvah service prior to their own
child's service. The assisting family will A Kiddush follows the Shabbat Morning
set up the challah and juice, and any Service. The congregation provides
other baked goods provided by the chall_ah a_md juice. If the f_amily preferg to
congregation. The assisting family will provide its own challah, it should notify
also clean up afterwards and will assist the office at least one week ahead of
the main usher as needed. Please refer time. The service and Kiddush are open
to the "Guidelines for Assisting to the community.

Families" for more details.
PRIVATE RECEPTION

For the Friday night Oneg before the FOLLOWING THE SERVICE
Shabbat Morning Ser vi AesyfamBydvhoanisheo Hold & paiviate
families must supply the host families reception in the Social Hall should

with enough food to cover their invited contact the Administrator well in
guests plus a bit extra for the advance to reserve the room. Deposits

and usage fees may apply.
Citizenship

Congregation Bbénai Shal omo skeldllan kedpshahwasolySc hool st
community; offering an atmosphere of respect, safety and freedom from discrimination

for all members of the community. All members of our school community deserve to be

treated with kavod 1 honor. We believe that effective learning results when students,

teachers and parents work in partnership to support these goals:

9 Students have a responsibility to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner towards

classmates and teachers.

Parents have a responsibility to help foster a positive attitude toward study and behavior.

Teachers have a responsibility to promote a positive learning environment through the

effective use of classroom management strategies.

1 The administration and School Committee have a responsibility to foster the goal of
kehillah kedoshahand act in accordance with all school policies.

f
f

Positive behavior is encouraged and reinforced in the classroom. If a student interrupts
the learning process or does not conform to behavioral expectations, corrective action
will be taken as follows:

1. The teacher will remind the student of classroom rules.
2. The student will be asked to leave the classroom and report to the School Office. The
Rabbi-Educat or wil | contact the studentdés parents.
3. Incases where disruptive behavior continues, the Rabbi-Educator will meet with the
parents and the student to discuss the discipline problem. The Rabbi-Educator will
prepare a summary of the meeting to be reviewed and signed by parents. Parents may be
asked to attend class with the student for a specified period of time.
4. The Rabbi-Educator has the right to temporarily remove the student from class. During
that time, the student is expected to complete assigned work either in the Rabbi-
Educatordés office or in another classroom. The ex
to the classroom as a productive and positive member of the class. The student is

10



responsible for completing all classroom assignments missed during his/her absence

from the classroom.

5. The Rabbi-Educator has the discretion to temporarily suspend the student from school
and determine the duration of the suspension including any conditions prior to the
reinstatement of the student. The Rabbi-Educator, in consultation with the Rabbi and the
School Committee Chair has the authority to suspend a student from the school

permanently.

In cases where inappropriate behavior requires immediate action, this corrective action
plan may not be followed in stepwise order. In these instances, the Rabbi-Educator will

determine the

situation.

conseqguences

and wi |l

If you have any concerns about the resolution of any problems, you are encouraged to
call the School Office and speak with the Rabbi-Educator.

Communication

Our philosophy is to work together to
benefit children, and to intervene where
there may be problems as early as
possible. Of critical importance to the
success of each student is that parents
establish a positive working relationship
with the chil dods

Sometimes parents see or hear
something in their
about which they have concerns. We
encourage you to
teacher first. It might be helpful to ask
why a particular action or approach was
taken in order to deepen your
understanding of what you observed or
heard. Hopefully the issue will be
resolved. However, if you are still
uncomfortable, the Rabbi-Educator is
available for consultation. This process
of bringing problems to the people who
can assist in a resolution should help
eliminate the frustration that can occur
when issues are discussed among
parents.

Of course, when you are pleased with
what you see, please note that too! In
the business of Jewish education, we

typically do not hear the positives, and
teachers in our program truly appreciate
your kind words of encouragement.

Teachers in grade Pre K 6 call every
family near the start of the school year

t e a c @ full written report cards are sent

home in January. Parents also receive a
cumulative class letter in June. Parent

¢ h {Updates are sent hoesfar gfuglents in

the CHAI School program through

appr deHesshnewslgtigrs and gfher) ¢ ¢ s

communications. Teachers are required
to assess students on a regular basis,
and to contact the Rabbi-Educator if
they detect learning or behavioral issues
early on. Teachers are also encouraged
to contact parents well in advance of
report card completion if there are any
problems or concerns.

If you have any concerns about your
chil doés
know. Please note that appointments
during school hours are difficult and can
only be scheduled in an emergency. The
operation of the school requires the full
attention of the entire staff.

11
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Curriculum

At Congregation B'nai Shalom we are
very proud of our educational program!
The Religious School offers classes from
Pre-Kindergarten through grade twelve
in such subjects as Holidays, Jewish
History, Israel, Bible, Hebrew, Customs
and Ceremonies, Life Cycle, Prayer,
Holocaust and Reform Judaism.
Tuesday or Thursday afternoon Hebrew
studies begin in the 3rd grade, however,
students begin to learn Hebrew letters
and vowels in first grade. Students
continue attending Religious School
during the week and on weekends
through the 7th grade and then attend
weekly (grades 81 10) and monthly
(Grades 11 and 12) on Tuesday evenings
for our CHAI School Program. Our
Midweek program includes both
Hebrew and Jewish Studies.

fiON THREE THINGS THE WORLD STANDS:
ON TORAH, ON PRAYER AND ON GEMILUT
CHASADIMO

These pursuits i study, worship and
deeds of loving kindnessi1 provide the
framework within which Jews build
their relationship with God, with one
another and with the world. Our
congregational community and our
school's program of study are based
upon these three core Jewish values.
Our core curriculum is designed to
coincide with the developmental stages
of children at each grade level.

In order to enhance student learning, we
utilize two nationally recognized
programs of study, CHAI & Mitkadem ,
published by the Union for Reform
Judaism. The CHAI program follows an
accepted curriculum model known as
"backward design." This educational
approach is designed so that student
learning will go beyond the specific
classroom activities and will reach a
deeper enduring understanding,
establishing the basis for later Jewish
learning and living.

Mitkadem , our program of Hebrew
language instruction, allows students to
make choices within their Hebrew
studies thus enhancing their motivation.
Over time, the results of Mitkadem have
shown diminished discipline issues
because each child is engaged and their
learning is supported. Bright, motivated
students move quickly and expertly
through Hebrew studies, while more
challenged students are identified early
on and can receive the assistance they
need. Mitkadem creates an excitement
in the classroom that is palatable and
comprehensive.

Pre -Kindergarten &

Kindergarten: My Jewish Family -
Our youngest students are provided an
understanding of basic Jewish holiday
customs and ceremonies and commence
their study of Torah stories from the
Book of Genesis. By learning about
Abraham and Sarah, the first Jews, and
their descendants, students begin to
develop their own connection to
Judaism and the Jewish people.

Grade 1: Discovering Myself in the
Jewish Story - Grade one begins our
Judaic program the CHAI Curriculum,
published by the Union for Reform
Judaism. In addition to learning about
Jewish views of God and prayer,
students discover how they are a part of
the ongoing story of Torah and the
Jewish people, how Jewish acts help
them discover the beauty and order of
sacred time and become a part of the
ongoing story of the Jewish people as
they perform acts of G'milut Chasadim .
Students also begin their study of
Hebrew letters and vowels.

Grade 2: | am Part of the Jewish
People- In this second year of CHAI,
students continue to learn about each of
the three strands and the personal
significance and influence of Torah,
Avodah, and G'milut Hasadim . They
focus on the book of Shemot (Exodus)

12



and discover their own power to make
the world a better place through their
study of G'milut Ha sadim. Students also
continue their study of Hebrew letters
and vowels.

Grade 3: K'dushah (Holiness) -
Students refine their own understanding
and definition of K'dushah (holiness)
and apply that understanding to how
ritual objects, symbols, prayer and our
behaviors can make moments and
places holy. In grade three children
focus on the books of Bereshit (Genesis)
and Vayikra (Leviticus) in which God
teaches how to live a life filled

with K'dushah. The Avodah section
extends the year-long theme

of K'dushah with an exploration of how
students can use prayer to make the
world more holy. The lessons of
G'milut Hasadim teach students
responsibility for increasing holiness
through their deeds.

In addition to the CHAI Curriculum,
students engage in a comprehensive
study of the Jewish holidays using an
innovative and new curriculum from
Torah Aura. Third grade students also
continue to learn Hebrew letters and
vowels. During the second semester,
third graders use the Mitkadem Hebrew
curriculum. Mitkadem's self-paced and
child-centered approach allows each
student to achieve according to his/her
own ability.

Grade 4: Being Part of the
Community T During their weekday
sessions, fourth graders learn about the
Prophets and Reform Judaism's special
relationship to their message. They also
begin to understand the role of
communal worship, particularly in a
synagogue setting and focus on how
personal acts of loving kindness relate to
their relationships with family and
friends and others they encounter in
daily life.

In addition to the CHAI Curriculum,
Grade four students have a Sunday
morning course on the Land and People
of Israel and continue their Hebrew
studies using the Union for Reform
Judaism's Mitkadem program of
Hebrew Learning.

Grade 5: Living the Life of a Reform
Jew - During their Torah lessons, fifth
graders examine the connection
between the People of Israel and the
Land of Israel in the Torah. During
their Avodah lessons, students examine
the tension between individual and
community in the Amidah, the central
prayer of the synagogue service. The
concept of community is also vital

in G'milut Hasadim where students
learn about how community members
take care of each other. During their
Sunday morning sessions, students
study the Jewish Life Cycle and reflect
on the deeper meaning of Jewish
celebration. Grade five Hebrew students
show a rapid growth in skills as they
continue with higher levels of

the Mitkadem Hebrew Curriculum.

Grade 6: Revelation i The revelation
of Torah at Sinai was a defining moment
in the life of the Jewish people and is the
beginning of a Jew's ongoing
relationship with God. In Grade six,
students investigate how the collection
of stories, poems, and words of wisdom
known as Ketuvim (writings) relate to
the individual's relationship with God.
In their Avodah lessons, students study
the components of the Torah service and
the role of the sh'liach tzibur (prayer
leader). The G'milut Hasadim program
helps students integrate Jewish values
with universal causes.

In addition to the CHAI curriculum,
students also attend a weekday course i
An Introduction to Jewish History.
Grade six continues their formal study
of Hebrew and by this point students are
able to demonstrate fluency in prayer
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and have a developing Hebrew
vocabulary. Students integrate Hebrew
with T'fillah and music by attending
weekday services for students in grades
three through seven. Finally, our sixth
graders travel to URJ Camp Eisner for a
Shabbat experience with their
classmates and teachers.
CHAI School (Grades 7 1 12)

Our Jewish tradition offers unique
insights into the problems confronting
young people today. Students and
teachers discuss relevant topics and
issues they confront as Jewish teens and
uncover information they need in order
to learn and grow as Jewish young
adults. Our CHAI School program
blends formal and informal learning
opportunities in order to provide a
meaningful and safe Jewish
environment for our teenagers. CHAI
School offers youth the opportunity to
investigate the depth and beauty of
Judaism and balances the need for
Jewish education with an awareness of
the numerous activities and
responsibilities of today's teens.

Our seventh through tenth grade
students meet each week on Tuesday
evenings and our eleventh and twelfth
grade students meet on a monthly
schedule. From 6:00-6:30 pm we begin
with a community dinner. Students
enjoy this opportunity to spend time
socializing with their Jewish friends and
classmates in an informal setting. From
6:30-7:20 PM, students attend grade-
level core courses. Our second hour of
programming (7:40-8:30 PM) is a
mixture of elective courses, school-wide
programs and a Madrichim educational
program. These programs vary from
year to year, but usually involve text
study and interactive discussions and
activities. CHAI School offers youth the
opportunity to investigate the depth and
beauty of Judaism.

Our tenth grade program includes a
Confirmation ceremony during Shavuot
services and a twelfth grade ceremony
honoring our graduates in May.
Students create and lead the
Confirmation service, offering insights
and teachings to the congregation.
Photos of all of our Confirmation classes
are displayed in the Temple

Grade 7: Hineini i Here |l Am as an
Emerging Jewish Adult - Using the
curriculum created by Facing History
and Ourselves, our seventh grade
curriculum links history to ethics by
engaging teachers and students in a
journey from identity, through the study
of particular historical case study,
provoking questions that are both
particular and universal. Students study
traditional Jewish sources focusing on
the prophets and their responses to anti-
Semitism and difficult historical times.
Students also go on with their use of
the CHAI Curriculum and some
continue with their formal study of
Hebrew. CHAI focuses on personal
reflection and improvement, "Who | am
and who I'd like to be," helping each
student reach his/her

potential. Torah study turns

to B'reishit and commentaries, focusing
on a few stories of individuals who grow
and learn, Avodah concentrates on the
relevance of ritual and living a prayerful
life and G'milut Chasadim starts with
the individual, tikkun middot and
repairing ourselves.

Grade 8: Making Judaism Work for
Me!' i We present a dual curriculum to
our 8t grade students, using the URJ
CHAI curriculum designed for their age
group. Topics include:

Social Justice

Famous Jews and Role Models
Spirituality, Faith, Belief

Arts, Culture and Literature
Food, Ethics, and Health
Launch into High School

O O0OO0O0O0O0o
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The 8t graders also study comparative
religion using the text Apples and
Oranges: Judaism and the World
Religions by Rabbi David S. Lieb.
Students discuss and learn about each of
the world's major religions and debate
how Judaism is both similar and
different from them. Comparative
religion is a great way to learn about
Judaism. Topics include; "what is a
religion”, things to remember about
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism,
and Buddhism. Students will also
discuss how to respond to Christian
Missionaries. Jewish Text based
activities that further open students'
insight into each religion and invite
active discussions will complement each
session.

A special overnight program including a
ropes course and community time will
enhance student learning and create
opportunities for social interaction. It is
our hope that during their eighth grade
year, students will discover how our
Jewish heritage can help them
strengthen family relationships and
fulfill their communal responsibilities

Grade 9: Coming to America - Our
ninth graders, using contemporary
materials and specifically designed
curriculum, explore the political, social,
economic, and religious history of the
American Jewish community during the
Eastern European migration America.
Students travel as a group to New York
City and experience their curriculum
"first hand" during our Jewish New York
Tour.

9th graders also explore ethical and
moral issues and learn how to apply
Jewish principles and concepts to their
everyday lives. Text study and group
debate and discussion make up the core
of our 9t grade program.

Grade 10: Confirmation - What is
God? Is there more than one way to
perceive of God? How can we know
God? What does God want from us?
How does God fit into my life? If there is
a God, why do bad things happen in the
world? This is a course about God. More
specifically, it is a course about ways in
which Jews have spoken about and to
God through four thousand years of
Jewish history. The Rabbis will present
a spectrum of theological options that
have been explored and affirmed by
great Jewish thinkers, ancient and
modern, and offer students a solid
foundation to begin the exploration of
their own concepts of God.

Our 10th graders also participate in a
social action program in Washington
D.C. in January. They join students from
all over the country to experience our
nation's capital through Jewish lenses.
The 10% grade year culminates in a
Confirmation ceremony on Erev
Shavuot. Under the guidance of the
Rabbis, the tenth grade students create
and lead the service, offering their own
insights and teachings to the
congregation.

Grades 11 and 12: Packing for
College’ Where Does Judaism Fit? -
Our post confirmation program is
designed to ensure that our students are
ready for the challenges post high school
graduation. When they get to college,
our students will come into contact and
interact with students from all racial,
ethnic, and religious backgrounds.
When they are talking with their friends
and questions come up about what
Judaism believes in, this course will
assist them with the answers. They will
be able to explain Reform Judaism when
faced with challenges from their more
traditional peers.
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Educational Trips and Overnights

Grades 4 & 5: Havdallah Shul In
Grades 6 & 7: Shabbat Experience at
URJ Camp Eisner

Grade 8: Overnight at Temple and
Ropes Course

Grade 9: Jewish New York City
Grade 10: Washington D.C. L'Taken
Seminar

Sample Electives for Grades 71 10
Arts and Crafts the Jewish Way,
Conversational Hebrew, Eat Your Way
through Torah, Hassidic Tales, Jewish
Cooking, Jewish Music, Jewish Roots in
Christianity, Jewish Women, Sex in the
Texts, Teen Choir, Teen Torah Talk, The
Meaning of Life, Trope, The Ethics of

South Park and
Ethical.

Madrichim Program

our students work as

classrooms on Sunday
mornings and during
the week. Teens
selected to participate
in this program are
wonderful role models for our younger

students and help us keep a low teacher-

student ratio in our growing school. Our
Madrichim participate in an orientation
and ongoing training and development.

More than two dozen of

assistant teachers in our

Krusty étHde’lé %tg@dees Feo

Arts & Library

We offer Jewish music programming to
students in grades Pre-K through two
weekly and to students in grades three
through six bi-weekly.

Our Library is available to the entire
Temple community and is a valuable
resource for students. The library is
open on Sunday mornings and students
in grades K-3 enjoy a monthly reading
program.

Family Education

Parents are their children's most
powerful Jewish teachers. When you
learn with your children, you are a
model for lifelong Jewish

learning. Once a year

K thro en will
have the
opportunity to

share an

educational
experience with their
parents. The programs
offered by the
Religious School are inspirational and
stimulating, and give the parents a peek
into the learning their child engages in
throughout the year.

In addition to the Family Education
Programs on Sunday mornings, the
Religious School brings the grades
together for a Shabbat experience. This
program includes sharing a community
dinner with other grade-level families
and participating in the Temple's 7:00
Family Service.
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Dress Code Early Dismissal

Our Religious School expects It is very important that your child
respectfulness in all areas, including attend school regularly, arrive on time
manner of dress. Casual attire is and stay for the entire class. If a child
welcome in the school environment as has to leave religious school before the
long as the appropriate guidelines below school day ends, a parent must come
are observed. Please keep in mind that to the school office T not the
we have young children who will be chil dos cli asdsequest m
looking up to the older children as role the staff to call the classroom
models in our school, and Temple, at teacher . With the safety of your child
any given time. in mind we insist that:
1. No clothing with slogans or images
that could be seen as offensive. 1. Only custodial parents or parentally
2. Clothing should cover well, not approved adults as listed on the
exposing large or inappropriate studentdos emergency card m;
areas of skin or undergarments and students up from school. If a parent
clothing should fully cover the wants other adults to have access to
undergarments beneath them. their Chlld, the parent must write a
3. With the exception of religious head release note to the school which will
coverings, hats or caps should not be kept on file.
be worn in the classroom.
4. Due to safety issues, flip flops are 2. Atthe time of the early dismissal,
strongly discouraged. parents must come to the school
office, sign their child out, and wait for
The appropriateness of clothing may at their child in the office area. Teachers
times be questioned by the faculty or will not release a child directly to an
staff. The Rabbi-Educator will make the adult and will only release a child with
final decision in this matter. If a student a call from the office.
is inappropriately dressed s/he will be ) )
provided with an appropriate cover-up Electronic Equipment
and the parent/guardian will be called. Use of electronic devices (such
as, but not limited to cell
Grade Level phones, iPods, iPads
The School Committee has established a BlackBerrys, radios, electronic
policy regarding grade placement in our games, DVD players) is not
school. A childos gr adygmijtedduringpchoglhqurs
school and grade in secular school must and students are strongly
be the same. Upon parent request to the encouraged to keep such items at home.
Rabbi-Educator, extenuating Any item brought to school must be
circumstances will be reviewed by the turned off and placed out of sight. Ifa
School Committee on a case by case device is used during school, the student
basis. will (1st offense) receive a verbal

warning, (2nd offense) have the device

taken away and returned after school

and (3rd offense) have the device taken

to the School Of fice. o
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Guests

On the occasion that a student wants to 2. The guestds parent must
host a guest who has a purpose and emergency contact information
interest in attending Religious School, or remain in the building.
that guest is welcome under the 3. A guest pass will be issued from
following guidelines. the Rabbi-Educator.
1. Advance permission from the 4. The host student and guest are
Rabbi-Educator must be expected to behave in accordance
obtained. with all school policies.

Health and Safety

Administering Medication

All families are required to maintain up-to-date emergency medical information on
file in the Religious School office. Any changes to medical information must be made
in writing to the Education Secretary. This includes descriptions of emergency
medications required by students, including physician-approved dosages and

methods of administration. Written parental/guardian permission is also required for
students to self-administer emergency medication and will kept on file with the
fami |l yds Emergency Medical information.

Only emergency medications (such as epinephrine pens, asthma inhalers, diabetes
medications) will be permitted in the school setting and with the express knowledge
of the religious school office. Parents/guardians are responsible for training Religious
School personnel in the administration of emergency medication to students. Any
discontinued or unused medications must be reclaimed by the parent/guardian at the
end of the school year.

Allergies /Anaphylaxis

There are some children (and awithketere) at Congr e
allergies to specific foods. This is known as anaphylaxis. If a child has a life-

threatening allergy to a food, a notice will be distributed to the entire classroom on

the first day of religious school and that food shall be forbidden fromthat chi | d 6 s

classroom. If a child joins the classroom mid-year, or develops a food allergy during

the school vyear, the childbés parent/ guardian m
be distributed to the entire classroom immediately. In addition, notice of any life-

threatening allergy will be included on the appropriate classroom attendance

sheet(s).

We work in partnership with parents of children with food and other allergies to
reduce the risk of an anaphylactic reaction. We ask that, in planning for special
events, all parents seek information from the classroom teacher regarding any
special situations (like food allergies) and bring food that can be shared by all.

Fire Drills

The religious school will conduct fire drills as needed to ensure that students and staff
practice evacuating the building. Fire drills will be conducted quarterly when school is
in session.
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llIness

We must rely on parental judgment and discretion in deciding when children are ill
and unable to attend school. A child who is ill is not likely to be a very effective
learner. In addition, schools can be breeding grounds for contagious infections unless
parents exercise reasonable caution in monitoring the health of their own children. If
you are in doubt about whether your child is healthy enough for school, consult your
physician. If a child arrives at school and, in the judgment of the school staff is too ill
to remain in school, we will contact a parent or emergency contact and ask that the
child be taken home. Your child will not be allowed to attend class if he or she displays
the following symptoms:

9 Temperature of more than 100.5 degrees

9 Diarrhea or vomiting

1 Outbreak of a contagious disease (e.g., chicken pox, impetigo, conjunctivitis,

scabies, lice, or ringworm)
1 Unidentified rash
9 Yellow or greenish nasal discharge or sputum (from coughing)

In order to return to class after an illness, your child must meet the following conditions:

1 Fever-free for 24 hours without fever reducing medicines

1 Symptom-free of vomiting or diarrhea for 24 hours

1 24 hours after the first administration of prescribed medications and that the
child is no longer contagious

f In cases of conjunctivitis, the childds eye
she attends class for a minimal timeframe of 24 hours

T Child is able to participate in the routine and curriculum of the class

Parents of children with chronic medical problems (asthma, severe allergies, diabetes,
etc.) should discuss these conditions with the Rabbi-Educator prior to the start of the
school year so that we can take appropriate actions should a problem arise. A
treat ment plan must beysipianovi ded by the chil dos

Injury
In the case of a major injury, the staff will call the parents and arrange for emergency
care. An accident report will be filled out within 24 hours of an accident/injury which
occurs in the classroom or on the property. The parents/guardian will receive a copy
of the accident report, and a copy of the repo

Parking Lot Safety

Please observe a 5 MPH speed limit on Temple property at all times. At drop off
either park in a parking space and accompany your child into the building or drop off
your child at the main entrance only. At pick up, park your car in any space in the
back parking lot only and walk inside to pick up your children. Students in Pre -K
through third grade must be picked up in the So cial Hall . Students in
grades three through seven may be picked up in the main lobby. Students

are not permitted to leave the building without adult supervision and

must only leave the building through the main parking lot doors.
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Homework

We recognize that students have
demanding schedules. While our

Lost and Found

All lost and found items are located in a
container in the main office. Unclaimed

teachers limit the amount of homework
students receive, some work time and
practice outside of class is essential for
reinforcing skills taught during school
hours. This is especially true for the
acquisition of the Hebrew language, as
learning a language requires frequent
practice and reinforcement. We are
committed to a strong family-school
partnership and encourage your active
support, participation and interest in
your childés Jewish e

items are regularly donated as part of
the School 6s Tzedakah proj

New Students

It is expected that students are enrolled
prior to the beginning of the school year.
Parents who enroll children in grades 3 -
7 after the start of the school year are
financially responsible for school-
appointed tutoring. Tutoring will be

oun%u%t d incl)—|ﬁbrew language and

ewrsHstudied ntil the School
determines that the child is to attend
class sessions with the entire class.
Please contact the Rabbi-Educator for
further information.

Learning Support

Every learner is unique. The most
beneficial learning and participation
takes place when these needs are
recognized. Parents are encouraged to
share information on how their child
learns best by submitting any
educational plans and accommodations
that have been put into place in their
secular school. Parents are also invited
to make an appointment with the Rabbi-
Educator to review a

The School will attempt to honor
requests from parents who wish to
change their child's day or time of
attendance (for a short or extended
period of time) in order to accommodate
after school or weekend scheduling
conflicts. Decisions are based on current
errallmeantéarsd the make up of the

needs. particular classes in question. Please
) contact the Rabbi-

Parents are also encouraged to discuss Educator for further

any learning style concerns with our information.

education staff, whether or not an

Individualized Education Plan exists in ;

the childbés secul ar sthe%yo(_:Pr.]g Al |

information will be handled sensitively Preserving our

and confidentially and will be used to resources is both a

assist the faculty in providing Jewish value and an

appropriate supports and creating the environmental

most effective educational environment. priority. Each

The Rabbi-Educator and the teachers classroom has
containers for

are committed to working in partnership .
reusable materials. In every classroom

with families toward the shared goal of - A
meaningful and enriching Jewish there is a trash can for disposal of non-
reusabl e items. The

learning. i
project is a team effort, and we
appreciateparent s support in
our garbage to a minimum.

School

keery
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Refund of Tuition

Notification of withdrawal must be

made in writing to the Rabbi-Educator.
With the exception of 7th grade, tuition
credit wild.l be made
account for withdrawal through the fifth
week of classes. This policy does not
cover books or pizza expense for CHAI
School students.

Students withdrawing prior to the fifth
week of classes receive 80% credit of the
annual tuition. After the fifth week of
classes credit to
not be made.

Tuition is not refundable for 7th grade
students. Commitment to attend
religious school is among the pre-
requi sites for
Students becoming
8th grade are required to attend school
(CHAI School) up to the time of their
celebration. It is hoped that they will
wish to continue their education as
Jewish adults. However, should they
choose to withdraw, tuition credit will
be permitted.

School Committee

The School Committee meets monthly
during the school year to review policies
and programs of the Religious School.
The committee serves as a delegate body
on your behalf and includes members of
the Board of Directors. Examples of
efforts taken on in the past include:
1. Development of this Family
Handbook
2. Strategic Planning
3. Review the School Budget
4. Creation of Policy and Program
for the school community.

Inquiries about joining the committee
are always welcome. Please contact the
chair if you are interested. The key to
our success is parent involvement in the
learning process!

Snacks in School

Your child should not bring any
snacks with nuts into the building.

t Bn 'Pues&?:ﬁs rynl:a erhrur%d'says, we find it

helpful if your child has eaten a snack
before religious school begins. We will
be offering a snack bar prior to midweek
classes. All snacks offered will be $1.00
and proceeds will go to charity. Our 6t
graders will manage the snack bar. On
Sundays our Temple Brotherhood offers

me m a4 Shatom.Sidentsare pesmitipd tp |

buy items from Café Shalom provided
they finish eating them prior to class.

Snow Closing

becomi ffheguansof sehogh rapcaligrigns due
B 6 n d9NClRHeRt figpthel, Whefivet ppsgivle

he decision to cancel school will be
made by 7AM on Sunday or 1:00 PM on
Tuesday and Thursday. As always, if we
do not cancel school, please use your
own best judgment in deciding whether
it is safe for your family to travel.

The Rabbi-Educator (or appointed
responsible party) will be responsible for
communicating the school cancellation
to the congregation as follows:

PHONE

1 Phone message on school
cancellation line X603

1 Phone message on Rabbi-Edu ¢ at or 6 s
line X204

1 Phone message (when possible) on
main Temple line.

TV

1 Announcements will be called into
the major TV stations and their
websitesd 4, 5, and 7 and Boston
Channel.comd when possible.

WEB SITE
1 CBS website homepage will have
cancellation notice posted.
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Toys at Religious School

Students may not bring toy guns or toy weapons to school.

Students may not bring toys to school unless they are being used as part of an educational or
programmatic experience and a teacher makes a request to parents in writing. This includes toys
that involve trading. Trading cards require negotiation skills that are beyond the developmental
level of elementary school students. Unsupervised trading creates issues that permeate the
social and educational lives of the students.

Tzedakah and Gemilut Hasadim

Throughout the school year in all grades students are educated to understand the importance of

giving ATzedakaho and pers$porimgemgi het shasdatdiomj adgack
Students assisted by their teachers learn about the needs of the Jewish community, Israel, and

the world. Money is collected in the classes for donation to worthy causes and a plastic bin,

located outside of the school office, is present for your donations of non-cash items. The school

will support one charity every two months. Please note the Temple bulletin for further

information.

Worship Service Attendance Guidelines

Students who attend services regularly, generally display higher achievement in areas of Jewish

knowledge and identity and find preparation for Bar/Bat Mitzvah and Confirmation to be easier

and more meaningful. I n order to help students ac
has adopted worship service attendance guidelines for students in grades kindergarten i six.

Seventh Grade students record worship service att

Each student will maintain a 5x7 index card with their name on it, alphabetized by grade level,

in an index card box located near the prayer books outside the main Temple Sanctuary. These

cards must remain in the box at all times. Studen
their attendance each time they arrive for services. These services will be in addition to any holy

day services and attendance must be at a service
guidelines are listed below. Students who go beyond the guidelines will be recognized at the

conclusion of the school year. The school office will periodically track student service attendance

and follow up with families as the year progresses.

Annual Service Attendance Guidelines:
Kindergarten & 1st grade i One Service

2nd Grade i Two Services

3rd Grade i Three Services

4th Grade T Four Services

5th Grade i Five Services

6th Grade i Six Services

22



Special Events and Programs

URJ Camps Eisner & Crane Lake

Uni on camps are places where magic happens! As k
who have attended these fine camps over the years. Beginning in the third grade and extending

through high school, Reform Jewish youth from the northeast look forward to renewing old

friendships and making new ones, deepening their Jewish commitment and developing the

leadership skills to better serve our congregation and our community. It is never too early to

begin making plans for a wonderful summer for your children. For information go to:
http://necamps.urjcamps.org/index.htm or speak with Rabbi Sobel.

Passport to Israel

Passport to Israel is a savings incentive plan designed to enable our high school youth

to participate in an Israel program (usually during the summer between their

sophomore and junior year of high school). Families generally enroll their
children in this program dwyeanhogevet,heir chi
enrollment during the seventh grade year is permitted. Passport to Israel is a
unique savings plan. Parents may contribute money to a fund that will be
matched in part by Federation of Central Massachusetts. Please contact Ellyn

Shriber, Informal Education Coordinator through the school office for

further information.

¢ o

Shabbat Dinners and Family Services

Enjoy Shabbat dinners with other Temple families (make your
reservations early), beginning at 5:45 p.m. They are fun and easy
and include traditional singing and prayers. A family
service featuring a shorter service and a story sermon
follows each dinner at 7:00 p.m. This service is geared
for young families and of course, all children and
adults are welcome!

Temple Youth Groups
SENIOR WAFTY (Grad es9i 12)

Socialize, learn and share with each other in a friendly, Jewish atmosphere! Through Senior
WAFTY, members participate in a variety of special programs which in previous years have
included: extreme bowling, a dinner and discussion series, a pre-Chanukah party, a reality TV
Shul-in sleepover, social events, community service projects and an annual Creative Shabbat
Service. A student board, current WAFTY members together with the youth advisor develops
programs to make for some very exciting events.

WAFTY is also a member of NFTY-Northeast (North American Federation of Temple Youth).
NFTY-NE is our parent organization and is made up of over seventy other Temple youth groups
from the New England area. WAFTY takes part in monthly NFTY-NE programs including week-
long institutes at Eisner Camp in Great Barrington, weekend conclaves and regional dances
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hosted by other congregations. NFTY-NE events are a great place for students to meet other
Jewish teenagers or reconnect with old friends from summer camps. For more information
about NFTY-NE please visit their website at http://www.nfty.org/ne/.

JUNIOR WAFTY (Grade 7 &8)

Like the Senior WAFTY group, Junior WAFTY will participate in a variety of special and fun
programs and social events as well as be involved in an annual regional sleep over in Brookline.
This active and growing group, under the direction of the WAFTY Advisor, also participates in
Senior WAFTY programs as appropriate.

WAFTY fALI GHTO 5&6)y ades
Periodic Sunday afternoons or Saturday evenings provides the time for this initial youth group

experience. We begin with the premise that the Temple is a place for young people to learn
social skills in a context of Jewish values

programs in a fun and cr eloldddbseverdsper year whichare WAFTY

intended to foster Jewish identity and to promote Jewish friendships outside of religious school
by creating social opportunities. These programs are led by an adult Advisor assisted by high
school students.

How Do | Get Involved ~ ?

If you are interested in becoming a member of SENIOR WAFTY please pick up a WAFTY
membership form in the Temple lobby. Event information can be found in the monthly bulletin
and weekly listserv emails. Event fliers are available in the Temple lobby, on the WAFTY bulletin
board and are distributed to 5th through 12th graders at religious school regularly. If you are
interested in taking on a leadership role in WAFTY, have questions about Junior WAFTY or

WA F
n L

WAFTY ALighto or woul d | i kmbettabouttaprbgkamideapleassWAFTY bo

contact our WAFTY advisor Liam McSweeney (mcsweeney.liama@gmail.com).
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